 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Society of Jesus

Secretary of Higher Education

Purpose and Responsibilities

November 2007

The primary purpose of the Secretary of Higher Education is to assist Father General on matters relating to Jesuit higher education as he wishes, and to cooperate with Father General and others in promoting the distinctive mission of Jesuit higher education. 

General purposes:

1. Advance the mission of the Society of Jesus, namely, the commitment to the service of faith, promotion of justice, the understanding and appreciation of cultures, and inter-religious dialogue.
2. Advance Jesuit higher education, including specifics such as articulating the importance of the intellectual life, teaching and learning, and research in general and on serious contemporary problems.
3. Encourage cooperation among Jesuit higher education institutions and with other Jesuit apostolates (education, social, pastoral, JRS, formation, spirituality).

4. Provide information about Jesuit higher education, principally on the website.
5. Communicate the character, benefits, and advantages of Jesuit higher education as widely as possible.1
These purposes lead to the following responsibilities: 

1. Encourage continued and expanded cooperation among regional (assistancy) organizations of AUSJAL, ASJEL, AJCU-EAO, AJCU, JEA-HESA, and Africa which would include helping both to develop a network across regions and cultures and to foster scholarly research and social analysis.  

2. Convene meetings of the ICJHE and, in support of Society decrees and Father General’s vision, (a) foster cooperation – e.g., programs, faculty and student exchanges, research projects  – among Jesuit institutions globally, (b) develop the agenda for future ICJHE meetings, (c) plan periodic meetings of presidents and colleagues from all higher education institutions, and (d) perform any other tasks Father General wishes.   

3. Meet and work with other secretaries, especially of education and social justice, to implement the ideals of the Mission and Education documents of GC 34 and, in anticipation, of GC 35 as well as other letters and addresses on Jesuit education by Father Generals Arrupe and Kolvenbach.

4. Visit regions especially during their annual or biannual meeting; visit institutions when appropriate and possible. 

5. Review  the higher education section of the website and expand both the data base and references to Catholic/Jesuit higher education in order to promote the brand of Jesuit education.2 
Endnotes:
1.	Character, Benefits and Advantages of Jesuit Higher Education include:


Clear and common vision and mission of education


A curriculum that strives to educate the whole person and focus on  cura	 personalis


International network of higher education institutions


Strong regional (assistancy) organizations


Cooperative programs among a number of institutions


Cooperation with other works of the Society to advance the ideal of faith, justice, cultural appreciation and inter-religious dialogue as well as globally “marketing” the ideal of educating the whole person of solidarity with a commitment to faith and justice, cultural sensitivities, and dialogue among religions. 





2.	Information that relates to “Jesuit” brand and statistics):


General Information: name, location, contact including web link, classification (university, college, theologate, etc.)


Vision, Mission and Programs: mission statement, programs and degrees offered, international studies programs, cooperative programs with other Jesuit institutions


Statistical Info: number of students (enrollment), faculty, staff, budget, alumni


Plans: for expansion or contraction. 


[It may not be realistic or possible to gather timely statistical data and maintain a data base that remains current and accurate.] 
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